And. Proteſt of the 


Lords, Knights = Gentlemen 


In the Counties of 


CHESTER SALOP STAFFORD, ex. 


Againſt all Aſſemblies which impoſe Taxes upon the People without their conſent 
by their Repreſentatives in a Full, Free and 'Legall | 


PARLIAMENT T: 


BD Aving, with great trouble , obſerved the grievances of the People in theſe late Re+ 
d> Volutions , and being encouraged by the common conſent of this Nation (ſeceond- 

f ing cur late endeavours ) in their frequent Addrefles unto his Excellency the Lord 
Generall Monck, We have conſulted, and thereupon , with them, do declare our 
Proteſt againſt all Powers or Aſſemblies whatſoever, who oc Taxes upon the 


People, without their conſent by their Kepreſentatives, duely ele&ed in a Full, Free 
and Legal Parliament ; And that any ſhould ſeem to countenance that force put upon the Parliament 
(now called the ſecluded Members) in the year 2648. by Cromwell and his Conſpirators, ſeemes 
unreaſonable untous, in that they have publickly diſowned the like force ſince put upon themſelves 
as unlawful: Theref6re how the Minor part of - National Councils can exclude the Major (which 
was ever acknowledged the whole)we leave to the conſideration of all ſober men, and ſay , That the 
People ought not to be limitted in their Ele&ions, by unheard of Qualifications, contrary to the 
known Lawes of England: neither that the Members ſo Ele&ed or forcibly Secluded, ſhould be de- 
barr'd the diſcharge of their Truſt, by any previous Oathes or Engagements whatſoever ; ; for that 
they were the firſt Aſſertors . of our Rights and Freedoulie of Parliaments, unto which they bound 
themſelves (the Nations complying) by Solemne Leagues and Covenants ) not to deſtroy , but to 
preſerve) The breach of which by others we finde hath brought theſe Calamities upon us,all which 
we hope will be call'd to remembrance , and repented of, as becometh Chriſtians, that at laſt the 


Nations may have peace and be ſetled. 
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LONDON, Printed fir Thema Pooke, 1659, 
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